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     AUSTREY PARISH COUNCIL 
                        Minutes of meeting held at Austrey Village Hall on  

                    Wednesday 10th April 2024 at 7.30pm 

 

 

Annual Parish Assembly 
 
1 - The annual report of the parish council was read by the chair. This will be 

available to view as Appendix 1 to these minutes. 
 
2 - The clerk received annual reports from 8 village organisations. These will be 

available to view as Appendix 2 to these minutes.  
 
3 - Any additional matters or concerns raised by the parish: Nothing arising. 

 
Ordinary meeting of Austrey Parish Council (APC) 
 

1 – Present: Tony Treadwell (TT), Sam Goldney (SG), Tristan Fraser (TF), 
Heather Swan (HS), Neil Hayward (NH), Terry Webb (TW), Richard Nield (RN) 
and parish clerk Lynsey Treadwell (LT). No members of the public were in 

attendance.  
 
2 – Declarations of interest: nothing arising. 

 
3 - Minutes: the minutes of the last APC meeting, which took place on 13th 
March 2024, were approved by the council as a true record as signed by the 

chair. 

4 – Clerk’s Update:  

4.1: The annual accounts 2023-24 have been signed off by the internal 

auditors and can be presented at May’s meeting before being passed to the 
external auditors.  

4.2: The clerk is currently preparing an End of Grant report for Groundworks 

UK/the NDP funding received last year. An amount will have to be repaid due 
to an under-spend, the final amount is to be confirmed. We will be looking at 
funding for this financial year as soon as the application is open.  

5 - Discussions & updates on recent or regular items:  
 
5.1: Christmas tree lights/electricity supply: TT has contacted WCC and the 

works to the streetlight are to go ahead; date to be confirmed.  
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5.2: Neighbourhood Plan: We have had the first draft of Design Codes back 

from AECOM. It was felt that the report was too general and didn’t exclude 
anything. The report says that deviation from design codes would be OK if it was 
sustainable development, but this would allow for designs that were incompatible 

with the village style. SG referred to a planning application for two contemporary 
style houses in the village, which were declined on the basis of design.  
*It is hoped that we will be ready for a consultation period by October, ahead of 

a village referendum on adopting the revised NDP.  
 
5.3: Playing fields: Our recent grant application for funding to complete 

drainage works to the area has been declined. TF raised concerns that the pitch 
might not currently be playable due to the poor drainage and wet ground.  

 
5.4: Village maintenance: There is still mud on the road on Appleby Hill after 
the recent landslip. TT is chasing WCC about when this will be cleared as it 

should have been done by now & is potentially hazardous.  
STWA have been doing surveys on Warton Lane re the recent flooding. NH has 
done a lot of work chasing various agencies as to what can be done to prevent 

more issues in the future and what was promised historically.  
 
5.5: Village orchard: SG would like to purchase some bark for the borders at 

the newly planted area. SG proposed a budget of £250, which was seconded by 
HS and agreed by the council. Additionally, a working group is required to help 
manage and maintain the area; LT to ask for volunteers on social media.  

  
6 – Planning: 
a: PAP/2024/0142 - Land 85 Metres East of Norton Hill Barn, Norton   

    Hill, Austrey – TF explained the only real change from the previous 
application – the position of the entrance - and members discussed the 
application at length. It was decided unanimously to object, based on such 

factors as increased traffic on Norton Hill and visibility in and out of the site.  
    PAP/2024/0144 - The Old Rectory, Church Lane, Austrey CV9 3EE -       
No objections as the council agrees that the trees need attending to.  

b: No planning applications determined since the last meeting.  
 
7 – Financial & insurance matters 

 a: Payments made, or cheques raised since the last meeting: 
• Account-ant Ltd - internal audit fees - £180 
• WALC - annual subscription fees - £ 485.20 

• Clerk’s salary - April 
• HMRC PAYE – April  

b: Payments received: 

• HMRC - VAT refund claim - £ 1148.22 
     
8 – Councillors matters & items for the next agenda: Works to the clock 

face are due to begin in May. *SG would like to add funding for a Village 
Orchard Open Day to the next agenda, along with re-painting the phone box.  
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9 – Next meeting scheduled for Wednesday 8th May 2024, to include the 
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.  
 

 
                                     Meeting closed at 8.30pm 
 

 

Signed _____________________________    Date___________________ 

Produced by Lynsey Treadwell April 2024 



APPENDIX 1 

Austrey Parish Council 

Chairman's Report April 2024 

 

2023\24 has been a positive year for the village and villagers. 

Council elections came and went in May and I'm glad to announce that 3 new 

councillors have made us up to a full council and the new members, Richard Nield, 

Neal Hayward and Terry Webb have slotted in well. Their profiles are now on the 

Austrey Parish Website. 

The NDP steering group is still working hard to update to update the 

Neighbourhood Plan and are making great strides towards its completion. They 

have just distributed a leaflet to residents explaining what they are doing and the 

aims for the village. Thanks to the members of the steering group who are not 

members of the PC. Their help is invaluable to this development.  

Luncheon Club continues to thrive. It is very well attended and sometimes fully 

booked, but it would be nice to see new faces attend the coffee mornings. It's an 

ideal place to socialise, and the cakes are delicious! 

There has been an on-going problem with animals and dogs in particular causing 

problems for people walking their dogs in certain areas of the village and 

unfortunately, we have had to involve the police. Now, hopefully, the problems 

are receding. 

The Xmas Lights switch on was again well attended and the addition of Amington 

Band went down very well ,along with Santa and his Sleigh. The children and 

some not so young enjoyed the sweet treats and the adults welcomed the Mulled 

Wine and Mince pies. Thanks to all that donated and many thanks to Ellen again 

for hosting, the band really welcomed her hospitality. 

We have been unfortunate to have suffered flooding on at least 3 occasions this 

year. Councillor Neil Hayward is doing a sterling job chasing the flood defences 

team, WCC and Severn Trent to carry out the work that was deemed necessary in 

2017 but was never carried out. This should alleviate the flooding issue on Warton 

Lane and the crossroads. This is helping with his sanity whilst he's housebound. 

Get well soon Neil. 

 




















